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their great halls filled with niches, in which stood
animals and plants made of gold. At Yucay the
Emperor's garden had basins of gold, and the
water was led to it through silver pipes. There were
real flowers growing in these gardens, and side by
side with them were flowers made of gold and
silver. One of these metal plants represented
Indian corn, the grains being made of gold, the
tassel of threads, and the big leaves of silver. So,
at least, the Spaniards said; and we can be sure
these tales were exaggerated as they were re-
peated. At any rate Raleigh came to believe that
a city existed called " El Dorado 'J. where vast
gold-mines would give untold wealth. He spent
his whole fortune in sending expeditions to find
it. At last, after many failures, and after spending
twelve years in prison uisder James I, he per-
suaded that King to set him free to make one
last effort. He went up the Orinoco, only to fail
once more, and this time finally, for there was no
" Golden City ", no mines to be found; and
James, on his return, had him executed. The
King would have overlooked the piracy of these
attacks on Spanish property only if they had been
successful.
&
Elizabeth hoped, too, to gain from a more
respectable form of enterprise. Drake and his like
were definitely " raiders ", or, as the Spaniards
bluntly called them, " pirates ". They took what
they could, where they found it. In a different
dass altogether were the explorers- They did not